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David Deguara Postdoctoral Research Fellowship in Motor Neurone Disease Guidelines and Application Form 2027-2029
Closing date: Monday 21 September 2026 at 5:00 pm AEST
Late or incomplete application forms will not be accepted.
Please read these instructions carefully before completing the application form.
1. Introduction
1.1. The David Deguara Postdoctoral Research Fellowship is directed towards postdoctoral researchers with a track record in MND or areas related to MND, or who can bring new skills and knowledge into Australian MND research.
1.2. David Deguara was a grazier in the Mackay hinterland for over 50 years. He was world renowned for his Brahman breeding program and the genetic versatility of his livestock. David passed away from MND in February 2022 following an 18 month battle. David’s wife Joy and sons Jarrod and Aaron, have helped establish this Fellowship with the aim of assisting an MND Researcher to spend dedicated time to finding new and better treatments and/or models of care or a cure.
1.3. The fellowship aims to encourage young researchers to focus their interest on classical forms of MND. Classical MND includes amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS) and bulbar palsies (progressive bulbar palsy and pseudobulbar palsy), progressive muscular atrophy (PMA) and primary lateral sclerosis (PLS). Research investigating other forms of MND should demonstrate a potential benefit to the classical forms of MND. 
1.4. The fellowship recipient must undertake their research fellowship in Queensland
1.5. The fellowship will provide a full-time salary of $125,000 p.a. for three years plus a one off research expense payment of $50,000 which will be made along with the first grant payment.
1.6. A minimum of 0.8FTE commitment to the Fellowship is required. The Fellowship salary will be paid pro-rata according to the FTE. The one-off $50,000 research expense payment will be paid in full regardless of FTE
2. Key eligibility criteria
2.1. The applicant should have a track record in MND research or in areas related or applicable to MND.
2.2. The applicant must be one of;
2.2.1. An Australian citizen;
2.2.2. Have permanent resident status;
2.2.3. Be a New Zealand citizen with Australian work rights;
2.2.4. A foreign researcher with a work visa extending for a minimum of 12-months after the grant concludes (this is to maximise the opportunity to realise grant outcomes).
2.3. The applicant must be based in Queensland for the duration of the grant.
2.4. At 21st September 2026 applicants must have no more than five years research experience from the date their doctoral thesis was passed. Career disruptions can be taken into account when calculating the five-year eligibility as outlined in the MND Australia Relative to Opportunity Guidelines.
2.5. Applicants who will submit their completed doctoral thesis before the end of 2026 will be considered but the Fellowship cannot be taken up by the applicant until the thesis has been passed.

Application
2.6. Application process
2.6.1. Applications will only be accepted through NHMRC administering institutions. Applications should be submitted by the institution research office. Applications submitted by the applicant will not be accepted.
2.6.2. Applicants must use the relevant application form on the MND Australia website.
2.6.3. All applications will be assessed by the MND Australia Research Committee and external reviewers against the selection criteria as outlined in these guidelines. Applicants must meet all of the eligibility criteria. Applicants who fail to meet any one of the eligibility criteria will be deemed to be ineligible. 
2.6.4. The MND Australia Research Committee is responsible for ranking the applications and making their recommendation for funding approval to the Board of MND Australia.
2.7. Applications close at 5:00pm AEST Monday 21st September 2026. 
2.7.1. Proposals are to be sent by email to research@mndaustralia.org.au. 
2.7.2. All sections of the application, including the cover sheet, must be saved and forwarded as a single PDF document. 
2.7.3. Font must be Arial and at least 11 pt. 
2.8. Incomplete or misleading information
2.8.1. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that applications are complete and accurate. If an application is incomplete or inaccuracies are identified, MND Australia will exclude it from further consideration. 
2.8.2. If any application is found to have been intentionally completed (or failed to be completed) in such a way as to mislead MND Australia, or is otherwise false or misleading in any material respect, the applicant will be disqualified from the Fellowship.
2.9. Lived Experience Involvement 
2.9.1. In alignment with the principles outlined in the 2026 NHMRC statement, engaging people with lived experience of MND in the preparation of this grant application is not mandatory.  However, applicants who do not involve lived experience in grant preparation should provide a brief rationale outlining why such engagement was not appropriate, relevant, or feasible.
2.9.2. All applicants must provide detail on how people with lived experience will be involved in the project, should it be funded. At a minimum, this must include how the findings and outcomes of this project will be disseminated to the MND lived experience community.
Please refer to the Health Research Hub for practical, high-quality tools and real-world examples that support meaningful consumer and community involvement . Please also refer to MND Australia’s Engagement Checklist: Partnering with People with Lived Experience of MND.
Applicants seeking to engage lived experience representatives for their research are encouraged to contact MND Australia’s Lived Experience Network (LEN) for advice, support, and guidance. National MND Lived Experience Network.


3. Proposal
3.1. Applications should include the following;
3.1.1. Aims and hypotheses (maximum 1 page)
3.1.1.1. List the specific aims and potential significance of the project. The aims of the research must be clear to the reviewers and relevant to the development of an understanding of the causes, treatments, cures or care of classical MND.
3.1.1.2. State clearly which hypotheses are to be tested.	
3.1.2. Significance (maximum 1 page)
3.1.2.1. What is innovative about the proposed research plan?
3.1.2.2. What is the potential to significantly contribute to the knowledge base around the following research priorities? 
· Advance MND research to understand its causes: Research that improves knowledge of the underlying disease mechanisms causing MND and the development of representative laboratory models.
· Foster treatment development and clinical trials: Research that aims to lead to new treatments, including research that is linked to or involves conducting clinical trials.
· Enhance clinical and healthcare research and the evidence-base for clinical and healthcare practice: Clinical and healthcare research to promote innovation and best practice to improve quality of life for people living with MND and their families and carers.  
· A clear vision of how this research can be utilised and/or a path to translation or implementation is required.
· The potential benefit and relevance of the research to the MND community should be very clearly delineated.
3.1.3. Background (maximum 2 pages)
3.1.4. Research plan (maximum 3 pages)
A detailed research plan for a full-time three-year project (which will be relevant to the cause, treatment, cure or care of classical forms of MND).
Other sources of funding to support the project, either already received or forthcoming, must be disclosed. The additional benefits of the MND Australia funding must be clearly articulated and need for the MND Australia funding justified.
3.1.5. Reference list (maximum 2 pages)
3.1.6. Justification for the requested funding for the research expenses component (maximum $50,000) (maximum 1 page). 
The budget must be directed to the aims of the project.
3.1.6.1. Budget items up to $50,000 can include:
3.1.6.1.1. Direct research costs (reagents and consumables)
3.1.6.1.2. Attendance at the annual MND Australia Conference, the International Symposium on ALS/MND if being held face-to-face, or another conference of relevance (max. $5,000).
3.1.6.1.3. Lived Experience remuneration. Please refer to MND Australia’s ‘Guide to Paid Participation for People with Lived Experience of MND’. and Research Australia’s ‘Recognising Consumers’ Contributions to Health Research’.

3.1.6.2. Budget items cannot include:
3.1.6.2.1. Salaries
3.1.6.2.2. Attendance at meetings (other than 4.1.6.1.2 above)
3.1.6.2.3. Travel expenses (other than 4.1.6.1.2 above) 
3.1.6.2.4. Equipment (except small items included in 4.1.6.1.1 above)
3.1.6.2.5. Indirect or overhead costs.
3.1.7. Suitability of the candidate for the Fellowship (maximum 1 page)
3.1.8. Curriculum vitae (max 2 pages). 
This list should not include publications 'in preparation' or 'submitted'.
3.1.9. Referees
Provide the names of two academic referees for the principal applicant who must provide reports (sent to research@mndaustralia.org.au) before the deadline. Referee reports should address the strengths of the candidate and application in regards to the scoring criteria: 1) Research Quality; 2) Innovation and creativity; 3) Significance and 4) Capability. Further information on these criteria is available on the MND Australia website.
3.1.10. Details of institution where the work will be carried out
3.1.10.1.   State in which department and which institution this project will primarily be carried out. 
3.1.10.2.   A covering letter is required from the sponsoring institution confirming that the required facilities and support will be provided for the project.
3.1.11. Completed cover sheet
3.1.11.1.   Applicants must complete all sections of the cover sheet as part of the application form.
4. Review process
4.1. Applications will be reviewed by a minimum of three independent reviewers as part of a competitive, peer review process.  
4.2. Applications will be scored according to 1) Research Quality; 2) Innovation and creativity; 3) Significance and 4) Capability. Further information on these criteria is available on the MND Australia website.
4.3. Funding decisions will be made by the MND Australia Research Committee at a Grants Allocation Meeting in late 2026. Successful applicants will be notified after this meeting.
4.4. The decision of the Research Committee is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
5. Commencement of the Postdoctoral Fellowship
5.1. Successful applicants must commence their Postdoctoral Fellowship before 30th June 2027 or the grant will lapse.
5.2. The Fellowship must be completed within 48 months from the date of commencement.
5.3. Payment and reporting
5.3.1. A full-time salary will be funded at $125,000 per year for up to three years. If a part-time fellowship is agreed to, the salary will be paid pro-rata.
5.3.2. The grant will commence with the first payment at the beginning of 2027 on signing a contract with MND Australia
5.3.3. The Research Expense component will be paid in the first instalment.
5.3.4. Six-monthly payments will be made following receipt of a satisfactory progress report and an annual financial report.
5.3.5. Where a recipient fails to submit satisfactory reports as required, MND Australia may determine that funds have not been used in accordance with conditions applicable to the Fellowship and the grant may be terminated.
5.3.6. If the studies requiring the research expenses are not undertaken, MND Australia reserves the right to request return of those funds.
5.3.7. A $10,000 retention is withheld from the final salary instalment and will be paid once the a detailed final report has been submitted and approved. 
5.3.8. Lay reports may be included on MND Australia’s website and newsletters to members, patients, carers, the MND Associations and donors.
5.4. Alterations to the Postdoctoral Fellowship
5.4.1. Fellows must adhere to the approved fellowship project. 
5.4.2. Any proposed alterations should be submitted in advance for approval by the MND Australia Research Committee.
5.4.3. MND Australia must be notified immediately if circumstances change during the tenure of a Fellowship, particularly when the ability of the fellow to undertake the roles and responsibilities of the fellowship may be affected by the change in circumstances. MND Australia retains the right to review a Fellowship in light of these changes and reserves the right to terminate a Fellowship should this be deemed appropriate.
5.5. Publications, presentations and acknowledgements
5.5.1. The successful applicant will be expected to publish their findings in an appropriate scientific or professional journal. 
5.5.2. [bookmark: _Toc428179641][bookmark: _Toc431805185][bookmark: _Toc467490828][bookmark: _Toc152748666][bookmark: _Toc152749173][bookmark: _Toc280016380]Publications and presentations must acknowledge MND Australia and the MND&Me Foundation and the name of the Fellowship.
6. [bookmark: _Toc428179643][bookmark: _Toc431805187][bookmark: _Toc467490830]Privacy of individuals/ confidentiality
6.1. All personal information provided in the application and assessment details will be kept by MND Australia and only be used for the purposes of administering this application, and if successful, the Fellowship. 
6.2. Applicant’s personal information will be disclosed to reviewers as noted above. 
6.3. Some details of successful applications will be published on the MND Australia website, including name, location, project title and a brief description of the project.
6.4. Information contained in applications will be regarded as confidential except as stated in 6.1-6.3 above. 


APPLICATION COVER SHEET – DAVID DEGUARA POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 2027 - 2029
Please complete this cover sheet and submit with your application for funding for a postdoctoral Fellowship before 5 pm AEST on Monday 21st September to Laura Birks, Executive Director Research at research@mndaustralia.org.au
Applications should not be submitted by researchers who will be unable to provide a financial acquittal before 30th June 2027 for previously funded projects.
Please read the application guidelines before completing your application.

APPLICATION CHECK LIST
Please check the three boxes below with an X.
1.)	I have read and understood the application guidelines				☐
2.)	I comply with the residency/citizenship/visa requirements				☐
3.)	Application has been saved as a single PDF document which includes:		☐
· Cover sheet
· Aims and hypotheses
· Background
· Research plan
· Significance
· Reference list
· Budget
· Suitability of the candidate for the Fellowship
· Curriculum vitae
· Referees
· Name and covering letter from the institution where the work will be carried out.

APPLICATION COVER SHEET – DAVID DEGUARA POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP 2027 - 2029
APPLICATION DETAILS
	1
	Name and qualifications of applicant
	

	2
	Date PhD thesis was passed
(or submission date of doctoral thesis)
	

	3
	Email address of applicant
	

	4
	Mobile phone number of applicant
	

	5
	Project title
	 

	6
	Sponsoring investigator
	 

	7
	Sponsoring institution
	 

	8
	Department (if applicable)
	 

	9
	Name, email address and phone number of administrator lodging the application
	

	10 
	Does your application have committed co-funding support from your administering or collaborating institution?  
	

	11
	a. If there has been any lived experience input into the preparation of this application, please describe here. If not, please provide a rationale as to why this was not appropriate or feasible. 
 
b. Should the project be funded, how might you involve people with lived experience in the design, planning, implementation, evaluation and dissemination of findings?
	

	12
	Academic referees (name and affiliation)
	(i)
	

	
	
	(ii)
	




13. Please select no more than two boxes in the table below to indicate the category (or categories) that most closely describe your project. 

	Basic & Biomedical Research
	Genetics and genomics
	

	
	Cell biology and proteomics
	

	
	Metabolism and immunology
	

	
	Environment and Environmental risk factors 
	

	
	Epidemiology 
	

	Care & Health Services Research
	Respiratory care
	

	
	Gastroenterology and nutritional care
	

	
	Symptom management (e.g. saliva, cough, pain, fatigue, communication)
	

	
	Psychosocial and cognitive care
	

	
	Palliative and end-of-life care
	

	
	Voluntary assisted dying and decision support
	

	
	Health care and models of care
	

	
	Bridging health equity gaps
	

	
	Health services and systems research
	

	Clinical & Translational Research
	Clinical measurement and biomarkers 
	

	
	Slowing disease progression and extending quality of life
	

	
	Research translation
	

	
	Implementation science
	

	
	Decision-making tools and supportive technologies
	






	14
	Check one box with an X to select the research priority that has the greatest relevance for your project
	

	1)
	Advance MND research to understand its causes 
	

	
	Research that improves knowledge of the underlying disease mechanisms causing MND and the development of representative laboratory models.
	☐
	2)
	Foster the drug development process and clinical trials
	

	
	Research that aims to lead to new treatments. Research that is linked to or involves conducting clinical trials.
	☐
	3)
	Enhance clinical and healthcare research and the evidence-base for clinical and healthcare practice
	

	
	Clinical and healthcare research to promote innovation and best practice to improve quality of life for people living with MND and their families and carers.
	☐





	15
	Lay Abstract (100 words)
Briefly describe, in clear, simple lay terms the general public will easily understand, the overall aims, methods and expected outcomes of your project. It is also critical to explain how the research might lead to benefit for people with MND. Do not include a definition of MND as this is readily available. If your project is deemed acceptable for funding but this lay description is not able to be understood by the general public, you will be asked to resubmit a lay summary.  

















APPLICATION FORM - DAVID DEGUARA POSTDOCTORAL FELLOWSHIP (2027 – 2029)
1. Aims and hypotheses (maximum one page)







2. Significance (maximum 1 page)
i. What is innovative about the proposed research plan?  
ii. What is the potential to significantly contribute to the knowledge base around the causes, treatments, cure or care for MND? A clear vision of how this research can be utilised and/or a path to translation or implementation is required.
iii. The potential benefit and relevance of the research to the MND community should be very clearly delineated.


3. Background (maximum 2 pages)















4. Research plan (maximum 3 pages)
Other sources of funding to support the project, either already received or forthcoming, must be disclosed. The additional benefits of the MND Australia funding must be clearly articulated and need for the MND Australia funding justified.












5. Reference list (maximum two pages)


6. Budget and justification (one page)
	
	
	
	
	

	
	 
	BUDGET ITEMS
	$
	

	
	1
	
	
	

	
	2
	 
	
	

	
	3
	
	
	

	
	4
	
	
	

	
	5
	
	
	

	
	6
	
	
	

	
	7
	
	
	

	
	8
	
	
	

	
	9
	
	
	

	
	10
	
	
	

	
	Total
	Not to exceed $50,000
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Expand table if needed
Justification;

7. Suitability of the candidate for the David Deguara Fellowship (maximum one page)




8. Curriculum vitae (max 2 pages)










9. Referees

















10. Covering letter from institution 
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